City of Comfrey Minutes
October 8, 2024 at 6:30 PM
Comfrey Community Center

The City Council of Comfrey met in regular session on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 at 6:30
PM in the community center with all council members present. Also in attendance were S
Berberich, J Veerkamp, M Miller, J] Henning, L Wallin, T Schumann and Attorney Paul Muske.
Mayor Richter presided.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.

The agenda was reviewed with no additions.

The September 10, 2024 regular meeting minutes and September 25, 2024 special
meeting minutes were approved on a motion made by Arnsdorf, second by Redman and carried
unanimously.

Total bills in the amount of $166,325.40 were reviewed and approved on a motion made
by Redman, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

A resolution expressing acceptance and appreciation for memorial donations to the fire
department of $1550, first responders of $610 and the city for $640 for trees out front of the
municipal building from the Coreen Keenum family; a memorial donation to the fire department
of $10; a memorial donation to the library of $15 from the Idelle Schottle family and a donation
from the Comfrey Fire Relief Association to the first responders of $600 on a motion made by
Evers, second by Redman and carried unanimously.

The September financial report was reviewed and approved on a motion made by
Redman, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

Berberich was able to use equipment from MN Rural Water Association to look for the
leak. He listened to all the fire hydrants and valves and could not hear anything. Next step is to
have the leak detector come out from the cities again. The Toro lawn mower is at GDF in
Windom for repairs that should be covered under warranty. All three new air conditioning units
have been replaced for the community center and post office.

Fire Chief Berberich informed the council Brown County is still in a burning ban.

First responder captain Jill Veerkamp had nothing new to report.

Library board representatives had their meeting in September. Minutes will be included
next month. They are working on options to increase attendance for their meetings and may need
to change day or time.

The police report was reviewed.

Matt Miller from Bolton & Menk presented a grant opportunity for funding through the
Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) for up to $600,000 to help with the County Road 17
project. The preliminary application is due the middle of November. Income requirements are a
part of the grant application process which would require a survey at a cost of roughly $2600.
Matt informed the council of a LMC grant that could help cover the cost of this and up to $5000
total of costs for writing the SCDP grant. The total grant application would cost roughly $7800.
A motion was made by Kastner, second by Arnsdorf and carried unanimously to have Clerk
Kelly apply for the grant through the LMC to help cover initial costs for applying for the SCDP
grant. A motion was made by Kastner, second by Redman and caried unanimously to move
forward with the income survey. If results are not met for the income survey the grant cannot be
applied for.

Linda Wallin and Teresa Schumann were present on behalf of the Floratennial Garden
Club. They would like to place 8 flower pots on the corners of two blocks of Brown Street. The
club would maintain and water the plants throughout the summer and fall and store the pots in



the gazebo over winter. A motion was made by Arnsdorf, second by Evers and carried
unanimously to add the flower pots to Brown St.

The City of Lamberton is looking at updating their police squad and may have some
interest in ours. A motion was made by Arnsdorf, second by Kastner and carried unanimously to
offer the squad and all the equipment at a starting price of $20,000.

No new updates from DSI on our current SCDP grant. They are currently working on
annual reporting for the grant.

A motion was made by Kastner, second by Redman and carried unanimously to approve
the grant contract for the Resilient and Clean Heating and Cooling project the municipal building
city office and fire hall.

Brown County Emergency Management has received a grant for new radios for county
fire departments. Comfrey would receive 3 encrypted radios for the first responder rig, pumper
and rescue rig for a total grant of $17,061.68 and a matching cost for the fire department of
$1198. A motion was made by Evers, second by Redman and carried unanimously to accept the
grant.

The meeting was adjourned on motion made by Arnsdorf, second by Evers at
7:28 p.m.



