City of Comfrey Minutes
September 9, 2025 at 6:30 PM
Comfrey Community Center

The City Council of Comfrey met in regular session on Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at
6:30 PM in the community center with council members Arnsdorf, Evers, Kastner and Redman
present. Also in attendance were S Berberich, J Veerkamp and City Attorney M Muske. Mayor
Richter presided.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.

The agenda was reviewed with no additions.

The August 12, 2025 regular meeting minutes were approved on a motion made by
Arnsdorf, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

Total bills in the amount of $45,471.62 were reviewed and approved on a motion made
by Redman, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

A resolution expressing acceptance and appreciation for a memorial donation from the
Dennis Schumacher Family to the first responders of $260, the fire department of $250 and the
library of $100; and the Mary Ellen Juhnke Family to the library of $180 on a motion made by
Arnsdorf, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

The August financial report was reviewed and approved on a motion made by Redman,
second by Kastner and carried unanimously.

Berberich informed the council both plants are running well.

Fire Chief Berberich reported the pumper truck needed some repairs done. The issues
were found during the certification of the pumps which need to be done every three years.

First Responder Captain Veerkamp stated they reviewed their by-laws which says you
must be at least 18 years old to join the department. Therefore, they will keep Lacy Simon’s
application on file until after she turns 18.

The library board will be meeting the end of September.

The police report was reviewed.

The solar contract for the wastewater treatment plant is being reviewed with Attorney
Muske having some questions for MPCA.

A gambling permit was approved for St. Paul’s Catholic Church for their Calendar Raffle
on February 1, 2026 on a motion made by Arnsdorf, second by Evers and carried unanimously.

A church from Mountain Lake has reached out regarding the tables and would be
interested in most of them. A motion was made by Redman, second by Arnsdorf and carried
unanimously to sell the tables for $85 each to the church and giving the school any remaining
tables they have interest in. The church council is meeting later this week and will get back to
councilor Kastner with a decision.

Mayor Richter has reached out to Hanson Communications several times and has not had
a return call. He will continue to try and get in touch with ownership for an update on the project
in town.

A gambling permit for the Comfrey Fire Relief Association for November 22, 2025 was
approved on a motion made by Arnsdorf, seconded by Evers and carried unanimously.

Several complaints have been made regarding minors driving around town in golf carts.
City ordinance states you must be a licensed driver and at least 16 years old to drive on city
streets. Council would like to see a memo on utility bills and a notice on the city website.

The rural service district reduction percentage will remain unchanged for 2026 at .3 to 1.
The annual certification was made on a motion made by Evers, second by Redman and carried
unanimously.



The Minnesota Paid Leave Law was discussed with options for paying the required
premium reviewed. The minimum cost that can be passed onto the employee is half of the
premium or .44% of current wage. All employees will need to participate in the plan including
elected officials. After discussion a motion was made by Redman, second by Kastner and carried
unanimously for the city to pay the full premium for employees as a benefit on the state offered
insurance plan. Many of the guidelines of the plan are still being finalized and a policy will need
to be created establishing the leave process.

Jason Peterson has volunteered to organize and head up the weather spotters. He is very
interested in the weather and goes out spotting every time a storm is near. He will notify
interested volunteers of upcoming training and communicate with weather spotters when being
called out by the county. A motion was made by Kastner, second by Evers and carried
unanimously for Jason Peterson to be the contact in charge of the local weather spotters.

The annual wage review was held. After discussion, a motion was made by Kastner,
second by Redman and carried unanimously to increase the following wages effective January 1,
2026: the maintenance/superintendent hourly wage by a dollar and fifty cents; clerk-treasurer
hourly wage by a dollar and fifty cents; part time maintenance by fifty cents; library director and
assistant by fifty cents, custodians by fifty cents and snow plow operator by fifty cents.

Councilors reviewed the proposed 2026 expenditures and revenue. A preliminary budget
includes general expenditures of $615,190 and general revenues of $289,162. A proposed total
levy of $361,028 included:

General Fund $326,028

Capital Equipment Fund $ 35,000
The proposed budget and preliminary levy were approved on a motion made by Kastner, second
by Redman and carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned on a motion made by Arnsdorf, second by Evers at 7:25 PM.



